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Introduction by Patricio Guzman (filming these histories) 


Imagine filming Latin America - from colonial plantations and colonial cities to in 
fact modern Marxist insurrections to again dictatorships and liberal lives exploiting 
the people and creating American imperialist economics till of course the modern 
Bolivian project with Pink tide - the Open Veins of Latin America. 


I. Colonial Projects and Modernisation of Latin America - 1850 - 1900 


Colonialism began a long period of trading with merchants in Europe which was 
also monopolisitic business by the traders which then formed the structure of 
capitalism and even modern structures of industrial development which created a 
proletariat and even city life and urban intellectual cultures all influenced by 
Spanish conquistadors and evens Spanish customs and language and culture, along 
with Portuguese colonialism in Brazil. 


The people were contented till of course post-colonization and then the Marxist 
years of the 1900s. 


II. Marxism between 1900 - 1950 


Marxism became an intellectual fashion in the modern period with Mariategui in 
Peru and also following Incan histories which became about the collective 
dimension of Marxism and inspired by later period a history of Marxism in the 
continent. 


II. 1950 - 1990 (Dependency, Dictatorships and Allende, Borges and even 
finally Cuba and Marxism in leftist parties which became irrelevant to the 
culture of protests in modern Bolivia) 


This period was full of development and bureuacratisation which disappointed 
people from Marxism and led to a wave of liberal governments and even created 
modern dependency theory which meant that Marxism was outmoded till recently 
when underdeveloped countries became its history of Bolivian Cochabamba 
protests which is the history of liberalism failing again like Marxism. 


With this the modern development has three phases - colonialism, post-colonial 
Marxism, liberalism and recently the return to Marxism in a new fashion. 
Intertwined with this are three histories the development of lumpen-bourgeoisie 
which goes with Marxist Caliban black people which then is liberal failure with 
World Bank and American imperialism and then the recent history of Pink Tide 
which is in fact the history of underdevelopment after liberal waves which is also in 
that period something like a dependency in modern capitalism which became 
strong in fact as Brazillian underdevelopment or even Ecuador, this strong 
dependency is now its post-colonial project. 


